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this vow. For those who are unable to observe it, there is an al-
ternative vow, one, however, which will confess our weakness. If
we observe the first vow, we have another duty arising out of it.
In former times, India produced her own needs of cloth and also
exported some. Today, on the contrary, we produce only one-
fourth of our requirements. In other words, we fail to discharge
three-fourths of our duty. In consequence of this, more than three
crores of people go starving. I know that there are other reasons as
well for this, but the most important cause is our violation of the
principle of swadeshi. I am, therefore, justified in requesting you
to do prayashchitta1 for the sin we have committed in violating that
principle. The prayashchitta consists in wearing khadi, since it is
our fault that India does not produce fine cloth at the present
day but produces only khadi. I do not mean that nothing except
khadi is available. It must be our resolve, however, to make do with
khadi should it be the only kind of cloth available. This is our
prayashchitta. It is our plain duty to follow the rule of swadeshi
henceforth. By doing so, we shall save a sum of 60 crores of rupees,
which was what we paid abroad during 1917-18. We shall keep
our money in this country to the extent that we follow this rule*
There may be risk or difference of opinion about disobeying laws
by way of satyagraha, but there can be no such risk in following
the rule of swadeshi. Even a child can follow it. To do so is our
duty; there can be no two opinions about this. It is not we alone
who say this. Some Englishmen also say the same thing and we
shall see in a short time that quite a number of them will even
help us in this matter. I am confident that, if we follow the rule
of pure swadeshi and if there is no element of boycott in what we
do, we shall succeed in getting the Viceroy himself to follow the same
rule. This is one aspect.
The country produces only one-quarter of our needs. How,
then, are we to produce enough for such a large number? If we
depend entirely on the cloth being produced at present, we put the
poor to loss. If we are not to do so, the person taking this vow
will see that he produces his own cloth. This means that we spin
in every home and also start working on the looms. With folded
hands, we may entreat the weavers who are still alive and help
them to revive their craft. Even in days gone by, there]were in-
numerable women who used to spin in their homes. Such women
are still alive and we can entreat them as well to resume -their
very useful work. If we do this, our vow of swadeshi will prove its
1 Atonement